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The triumph of the pagan Romans and the perplexity of the Christian prelates were not of long duration. Theodosius quickly followed his presents to Italy with a large army, and defeated the usurper; the high-spirited Flavianus flinging himself on the emperor's troops when he saw that his cause was lost. The victor was singularly moderate towards those who had supported Eugenius, but he once more removed the pagan symbol from the senate and closed the temples. The decay of the old religion set in more rapidly than ever. Beugnot, it is true, questions this, but the inscriptions he gives after 394 are not convincing, as far as any large exercise of the old cult is concerned. Schultze and other recent writers admit the statement of Zosimus and Prudentius that Theodosius himself visited Rome, and harangued the senators on the change of religion. Within ten years we find Jerome writing (ep. 107) that ' the Capitol is squalid and deserted ; the temples of Rome are covered with dust and cobwebs; and the pagan gods keep their lonely vigils on the roofs with the bats and
letter to Eugenius (No. 57, Migne edition). Beugnot, who is by no means prejudiced in favour of paganism in his well-known study of its fall, almost weeps over the perfidy of the bishop of Milan.